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Cal Poly to Compete in U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon 2015
SAN LUIS OBISPO -- Cal Poly has been selected to compete in the U.S. Department
of Energy Solar Decathlon 2015.
The Solar Decathlon is an award-winning program that challenges 20 collegiate
teams to design, build and operate solar-powered houses that are cost-effective,
energy-efficient and attractive. The winner of the competition is the team that best
blends affordability, consumer appeal and design excellence with optimal energy
production and maximum efficiency.
“Cal Poly is uniquely qualified to participate in this project because of its strengths in
engineering and architecture and its strong focus on project-based learning,” said
College of Engineering Dean Debra Larson. “The College of Engineering is
contributing a multidisciplinary team of students and four faculty advisors to work
with colleagues from the College of Architecture & Environmental Design.
Team advisors include Kim Shollenberger (Mechanical Engineering), Dale Dolan
(Electrical Engineering), John Clements (Computer Science), and Art MacCarley
(Electrical Engineering and Bioresources and Agricultural Engineering). Sandy
Stannard (Architecture) serves as the principal investigator on the project.
The Solar Decathlon enhances public understanding of how to save money at home
with clean energy solutions available today and provides students with training and
hands-on experience to prepare them for the clean energy workforce. Since 2002
the Solar Decathlon has:
involved 132 collegiate teams, which pursue a multidisciplinary approach to study the requirements for designing and building energy-efficient, solar-
powered houses;
established a worldwide reputation as a successful educational program and workforce development opportunity; and
positively impacted nearly 20,000 collegiate participants.
The Solar Decathlon supports the Obama Administration’s goal of building a clean
energy economy while saving families and businesses money by saving energy. 
Photo: Cal Poly’s last Solar Decathlon house displayed on the Capital Mall in
Washington, D.C., in 2005.
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